
THE CINEMATOGRAPH ACT, 19521

(37 of 1952)

[21st March, L952l
An Act to make proaision for the certification of cinematograph films for exhibition and for

regulating exhibitions by means of cinematographs.

Br it enacted by Parliament as follows:-

PART I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement.-(1) This Act may be called the
Cinematograph Act, 1952.

(2) Parts I, II and IV extends to the whole of India 2[***] and Part III extends to 3[the

Union territories] only.
(3) This Act shall come into force on such datea as the Central Govemment may, by

notification in the Official Gazette, appoint:
s1+*+1

2. Definitions.-In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-
(a) "adult" means a person who has completed his eighteenth year;

6[&) "Board" means the Board of Film Certification constituted by the Central
Govemment under section 3;]

?[&b) "certlhcate" means the certificate granted by the Board under section 5A;]
(c) "cinematograph" includes any apparatus for the representation of moving

pictures or series of pictures;
(d) "district magistrate", in relation to a presidency-town, means the

Commissioner of police;
8[(dd) "film" means a cinematograph film;]

e[(ddd) "infringing copy" shall have the same meaning as assigned to it in sub-clause
(ii) of clause (m) of section 2 of the Copyright Act, t957 $  of 957);l

(e) "pIace" includes a house, building, tent and any description of transport,
whether by sea, land or air;

1. This Act has been extended to Dadra and Nagar Haveli by Reg. 6 of 1963, sec. 2 and Sch.; Goa,
Daman and Diu by Reg. 11, of 7963, sec. 3 and Sch.
Parts I and II of the Act shall come into force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir (w.e.f.
l-5-1974), uide G.S.R. 183(E), dated 23rd Apri, 1,974.

Part III of the Act enforced in the Union Territory of Arunachal Pradesh (w.e.f. 1-10-84), aide S.O.
754(E), dated 29th September, 1984.

2. The words "except the State of fammu and Kashmir" omitted by Act 25 of 1973, sq..2 (w.e.f .2**1973).
3. Subs. by Act 3 of 1959, sec. 2, for "Part C States" (w.e.f. 12-3-1959).
4. Came into force on 28-7-1952, uide S.R.O. 1065, dated the l0th lvre, 1952, published in Gazette of

India, 1952, Pt. II, Sec. 3, p.945.
5. Proviso onitted by Act 12. of 2023, w.3 [w.e.f. 11,-8-2023, uide 5.O.3587(E), dated 10th August, 2023].

Earlier it was added by Act 75 of 1973, sec. 2 (w.e.f. 28-5-7973). Proviso before omissioru stood as under:
"Provided that Parts I and II shall come into force in the State of Jammu and Kashmir only

on such date after the commencement of the Cinematograph (Amendment) Act, 1973 (25 of 1973),
as the Central Govemment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint."

6. Subs. by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 2, for clause O) (w.e.f. 1-6-1983).
7. lns. by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 2 (w.e.f. 1-6-f9$).
8. lns. by Act 3 of 1959, sec. 3 (w.e.f. 12-3-1959).

9. lns. by Act 12 of 2023, sec.4(i) [w.e.f. 11.-8-2023, aide 5.O.3587(E), dated 10th August, 2023].
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"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this AcU
"iegional office{' means a regional officer -a-ppointed 

by the..Central
Goiemment under section 5 and includes an additional regional officer and
an assistant regional officer;

(h) 2[***]l
3t(i) "UA marker" means an age-based indicator for a film which has received or

is intended to receive a "Ul" certificate under section 4 and such indicator
may be "UA7+" or "UA 13+" or "UA 16+":

Provided that where the Central Govemment is satisfied that it is
necessary or expedient so to do in public interest, it may, by an-order
published in tha Official Gazette and for the reasons to be recorded in
writing, declare such other indicators.]

COMMENTS
(i) The definition of the expression "Cinematograph" includes VCR/VCP/TV Pr91ecto1 as the said

equipmenS achieve/serve the same purpose as the haditional media for exhibition of moving pictures.

tt'must be so intelpreted to take into account new and subsequmt scimtific developments in me-fie$
as it cannot be confined to traditional interpretation of such apparatus or simply comParhnentalised.
Hence, licence is necessary to carry on busin-ess of running a video parlour; Samrat Vidm Parhur v. State

of Haryana, AIR 1993 rc 23.28." (it Even if the screen is separate and not inbuilt in the television set, exhibition of films through
VCR/VCP/TV Projector is permissible to only a 'licensee' carrying on the business of running such

video parlour; Regal Viileo v. State of Haryana, AIR 1993 K 2372.
(iii) It is settled view that video tapis come within the expression'Cinematograph' in view of

the extended definition in section 2(c) which includes apparatus for the re-presentation of moving
pictures or series of pictures as copy of the video should be created ilrespect of a cinematograph
under the Act; State of Andhra Prudesh v. Nagoti Venkataramana, T996 PTR 179.

4[2A. Construciion of references to any law not in force or any functionary not in
existence in the State of fammu and Kashmir.-Any reference in this Act to any law
which is not in force, or any functionary not in existence, in the State of ]ammu and
Kashmir, shall, in relation to that State, be conshued as a reference to the corresponding
law in force, or to the corresponding functionary in existence, in that State']

STATE & UT AMENDMENT
-Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmin--Omit Section 2A.

lVide the |ammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of Central Laws) Order,
2020 (w.e.f. 1.8-3-2020), S.O. 1123(E), dated 18th March,2020, published in the Gazette of
India, Extra., Pt. il, Sec. 3(ii), No. 1016, dated 18th March, 2020.]

PART II
CERTIFICATION OF FILMS FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION

5[3. Board of film Certification.-(1) For the purpose of sanctioning films for public
exhibition, the Central Govemment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute
a Board to be called the 6[Board of Film Ci:rtification] which shall consist of a Chairman
and 7[not less than twelve and not more than twenty-five] other members appointed by
the Central Government.

(2) The Chairman of the Board shall receive sudr salary and allowances as may be
determined by the Cenkal Goverrunent, and the other members shall receive sudr allowances
or fees for attending the meetings of the Board as may be prescribed.

1.
2.

3.
A

6.
7.

Ins. bv Act 49 of 7981, sec. 2 (w.e.L 1-G1983).
Clausl' (h) omifted by the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 (33 of 2021), sec.9(a) (w.r.e.f. &4-12021). Ealier clause
(h) was inserted by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 2 (w.e.f. 1-5-1983). Clause ft) before omission, stood as under:
"(h) "Tribunal" means the Appellate Tribunal constituted under section 5D."
Ins. by Act 12 of 2023, sec. 4(ii) lw.e.L l7-8-202i, aide S.O. 3587(E), dated 10th Augwt, 20231.

Ins. bv Act 25 ot 1973, sec. 3 (w.e.f. 28-5-1973\.
Refer,lJnionTertitory of Ladakh Reorganisation (Adaptation of Central Laws) Order,2020 ztiileS.O.3774(E),
dated 23rd October, 2020 regarding Union territory of Ladakh.
Sectioru,3,4, 5,5A,58,5C and 6 su5stituted by Act 3 of 1959, sec. 4 for sections 3,4 5 and 6 (w.e.f. l2-U1959).
Subs. bv Act 49 of 1981. sec. 3. for "Board of Film Censors" (w.e.f. l&1983).
Subs. bi Act 49 of 1981, sec. 3, for "not more than nlne" (w.d.f. l-61983).
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(3) The other terms and conditions of service of the members of the Board shall be
such.as may be prescribed.]

r[4. Examination of films.-(1) Any person desiring to exhibit any film shall make anappligl$n to the Board for a certificaie in such form ind manner 
"j tn"y be prescribed.

(2) Tle Board ma.y, after examining the {ilm in such manner as may 6e prlscribed,-(i) sanction the film for unrestricted public exhibition:
Provided that, having regard to any material in the film, if the Board

is of the opinion that viewin[ of such fitm by any child between seven to
.ej8hteen years. of age is subje_tt to- guidance 6f pa'rents or lawful guardian,
then the Board may sanction the fihn for unrestricted public exhibition with
an endorsement to that effect containing UA marker. '

Explanation.-For the removal of doubts, it is liereby clarified that-
(a) the expression "seven" denotes. completion of seven years of age and the

^ . expression "eighteen" {enot_es-before attaining the ale of eighieen years;
(b) an endotlFment by the Board shall enable the farents"and la#fuI gudrdian

of the child to consider whether such child should view such a Hlm, and
shall not b9 gnforced by any person other than the parents or lawful
guardian of the child;

(ii) sanction the film for public exhibition restricted to adults;
(iii) sanction the film for public exhibition restricted to members of any profession or

any class of persons having regard to the nature, content and theine of the film;(iv) direct the applicant to carry but such excisions or modifications in the film
as it may deem necessary before sanctioning the film for public exhibition
under clauses (i), (ii) and-(iii); or

(v) refuse to sanction the film for public exhibition:
Provided that no action under this section shall be taken by the Board, unless the

applicant has been given an opportunity of being heard in the mitter.
(3) Any person desiring to exhibit on television or such other media as may be

prescribed, any-film which has been sanctioned by the Board under clause (ii) or
clause (iii) of sub-section (2), may make an applicatibn to the Board in such form'and
manner as may be prescribed_by and the Board'may, for this purpose, sanction the film*itl.9 separate cprtificate, after directing the applicant to carry-out such excisions or
modifications in the film as it may think-fit.]
,. .2[5. Advisory panels.-(l) Fbr the purpose of enabling the Board to efficiently

discharge its functions under this Act, tlie eentral Govemm'ent may establish at sucir
regional centres as it thinks fit, advisory panels each of which shall consist of such number
of persorrs, being persons.qualified ir_r ihi opinion of the Central Govemment to judge the
effectrcf films on the public, as the Central-Government may think fit to appoint th"ereto.

(2) At each regional centre there shall be as many regional officers l-s ttre Central
Govemment may.think fit to appoint, and rules made in ttfs betrar may provide for the
association of regional officers in the examination of films.

1. !ub.9. by Act 12 of 2023, sec. 5, for section 4lw.e.f.71-8-2023, aile 5.O.3587(E), dated 10th Auzust, 20231.
Earller s€chon 4 was substituted by Act 3 of 1959, sec. 4 (w.e.f. '12-3-1959\ and amended bi Act 49 df
1981, sec' 4 (w.e.f. 1-6-1983). Section ,1 before substitution bv Act 12 of 2023, stood as .rnd"r,

"4, Examination ol Jilms.-(l) Any person desiring to eihibit anv film sfiall in the presiribed manner
ma,ke |n applic.ation to the Board foi a- certificate in iespect thereof, and the Board mdy, after examining
or having the film examined in the prescribed marmer,-

(i) sanction the film for unrestricted public exhibition;
Provided that, having regard to any matlrial in the film, if the Board is of the opinion that it is

necessary to caution that the question a's to whether my child below the age of twelv'e vears mav be
allowed to see such a film shodld be considered by the pirents or suardian olsuch child, t6e Board inav
sanction the fiIm for unrestricted public exhibitioiwith^an endorse"ment to that effecq or'(ii) sanction the film for-public exhibition restricted to adults; or

(iia) sanction the film for pubJ.ic exhibition restricted to members of any profession or any class
..... of persons, having regard to the nature, content and theme of the fih; or(iii) direct the applicanl to-carry out such excisiore or modifications in the film as it thinks necessaru

before sanctfoning $e !!m lor public exhibition under any of the foregoing clauses; or(iv) refuse to sanctioi the film for bublic exhibition
. (2) _No action under the Proriso to clause (i), clause (ii), clause (iia), clause (iii) or clause (iv) of sub-

section (1) 6hall be taken,by the Board except after giving an opportunity to the applicant for nipiesenting
his views in the matter.

2' Sections, Q, lt 5, 5A,58, 5C and 5 substituied by Act 3 of 1,959, sec. 4, for sections 3, 4, 5 and 6(w.e.t. 12-3-7959\.
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(3) Ttre Board may consult in such m.rnner as may be prescribed, any advisory panel
in respect of any film for which an application for a certificate has been made.

(4) It shall be the duty of every such advisory panel whether acting as a body or
in committees as may be provided in the rules made in this behalf to examine the film
and to make such recommendations to the Board as it thinks fit.

(5) The members of the advisory panel shall not be entitled to any salary but shall
receive such fees or allowances as may be prescribed.]

1[5A. Certification of filme.-2[(1) If, after examining a film or having it examined
in the prescribed manner, the Board considers that-

(a) the film is suitable for unrestricted public exhibition, or, as the case may
be, for unrestricted public exhibition with an endorsement of the nature
mentioned in the proviso to clause (i) of sub-section (1) of section 4, it shall
grant to the person applFng for a certificate in respect of the film a "U"
certificate or, as the case may be, a3l"VA" Certificate with any UA marker];

(b) the film is not suitable for unrestricted public exhibition, but is suitable for
public exhibition restricted to adults or, as the case may be, is suitable for
public exhibition restricted to members of any profession or any class of
persons/ it shall grant to the person applying for a certificate in respect of
the film an " A" certificate or, as the case may be, a "5" certificate,

and cause the film to be so marked in the prescribed manner:

Provided that the applicant for the certificate, any distributor or exhibitor or any
other person to whom the rights in the film have passed shall not be liable for punishment
under any law relating to obscenity in respect of any matter contained in the film for
which certificate has been granted under clause (a) or clause (b).1

(2) A certificate granted or an order refusing to grant a certificate in respect of any
film shall be published in the Gazette of India.

(3) Subject to the other provisions contained in this Act, a certificate granted by the
Board under this section shall be valid throughout India 4[***].1

COMMENTS
(i) Mere grant of certification to other films, which have more or similar obscene or

pomographic scenes could not automatically entitle a producer of film to a certification
under section 5A; M* A. Arulmozhi v. Goaernment of India, AIR 2006 Mad 49.

(ii) The particular film must conform to the requirements of law so as to be entitled
to a certification. It is irrelevant if other films granted certification have more or similar
obscene or pomographic scenes or events. The producer of such film is not mtitled to
avail the protection under Article 14 of the Constitution of India; B.K. Adarsh v. Union
of lndia, AIR 1990 AP 100.

(iii) Contemporary and moral standards as well as the effect on viewer, especially
young and adolescent are the relevant factors, in determination of obscenity for the
purposes of this Act; B.K. Adarsh v. Union of lndia, AIR 1990 AP 100.

(iv) A filrn has to cater to the tastes of djffererrt kinds of people and thus, different to'pics are
covered, before the film ends. Therefore, th€ nltimate reactiqn when the film ends and whether
it offends any strata of ttrc society are the two crucial factors considered in determinatiqr of
certification thereof; P.lagajeewn Ram v. Gwernment of Inilio, AIR 1989 Mad 749.

1. Sections,3,4,5,5A,5B,f.and6substitutedbyAc.3ot7959,sec.4forsections3,4,5arld6(w.e.f.72-}195D).
2. Subs. by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 5, for sub-section (1) (w.e.f. 1-61983).
3. Subs. by Act 12 of 2023, sr;c. 2, Ior " "UA" certificate" Iw.e.f. 17-52023, aiile 5.O.3587(E), dated 10th

August, 20231.

4. The words "for a period of ten years" omitted by Act 12 of 20?3, w..6 lw.e.f. ll-8-2023, vide 5.O.3587(E),
dated 10th August, 20231.



The Cinematograph Act, 1952 [Sec. 5A

(v) Where in a film, there were repeated assertions of the heroine whose father
procured a false caste certificate for her to gain advantages of reservation and of her
father to the effect that Constitution of India led both of them to cheat and impersonate
and advocates framers of reservation policy should be punished, instead of punishing
the father-daughter duo, the main thrust was to project to the public at large that the
reservation policy itself was retrograde making it framers punishable. It certainly,
amounted to contravention of the provisions of this Act as it was a grave provocation
to gullible and rural masses to take law in their hands and punish the framers of the
Constitution; P. lagajeeaan Rnm v. Gooernment of India, AIR 1989 Mad, 149.

1[SB. Principles for guidance in certifying films.-(1) A film shall not be
certified for public exhibition if, in the opinion of the authority competent to
grant the certificate, the film or any part of it is against the interests of 2[the

sovereignty and integrity of Indial the security of the State, friendly relations
with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or involves defamation
or contempt of court or is likely to incite the commission of any offence.

(2) Subject to the provisions contained in sub-section (1), the Central
Government may issue such directions as it may think fit setting out the
principles which shall guide the authority competent to grant certificates under
this Act in sanctioning films for public exhibition.l

COMMENTS
(i) The court exercising writ jurisdiction would not ordinarily substitute its view for

the view of an expert. But where the decision of the Central Board of Film Certification
entrenches upon the fundamental right to the freedom of speach and expression, it is not
merely the function but the duty and responsibility of the court to intervene; F.A. Picture
International v. Central Board of FiIm Certification, AIR 2005 Bom 145.

(ii) Videograph is controlled by the provisions of this Act. An interview and
videograph of condemned prisoners is also subject to issuance of license under this
section of the Act; M.Hasan v. Gooernment of Andhra Pradesh; AIR 1998 AP 35.

(iii) The film "Bandit Queen" dealt with the life of a village female child transformed
to a dreaded dacoit due to social evil and brutalities, to which was subiected. Scenes
of nudity and rape therein and use of expletive were permitted being in aid of them.
Held, scenes were intended not to arouse prurient or lascivious thoughts but a sense of
revulsion against perpetrators and pity for victim. Hence, grant of 'A' certificate subject to
certain conditions, was in compliance with the reguisite guidelines; Bobby Art International
v. Om Pal Singh Hoon, AIR 1996 SC 1846.

(iv) Where an application for grant of censorship certificate is made before an
authority concemed, a duty is cast upon the latter to pass such orders as may be
appropriate, and expeditiously. The court is not competent to state whether the film
can be released for public exhibition or not in the absence of any order passed by such
authority concemed, or otherwise interfere with or step into the shoes of such authority
concemed. However, the court exercised its power to direct the authority concemed to
pass orders within the time specified by the court; R.K. Star Productians v. Union of India,
AIR 1995 Mad 4.

(v) If the authority concerned refuses to grant the censor certificate or impose
restrictions, the onus lies heavily on it to justify the decision with reasons for such refusal
or restrictions, if such decision adversely affects the fundamental right granted under
Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution; Union of lndia v . Cinemart Founilation, AIR 1993 K. 171.

1. Sections, 3, 4, 5, 5A,5B, 5C and 6 substituted by Act 3 of 1959, sec. 4, for sections 3, 4, 5
and 6 (w.e.f. 12-3-1959).

Ins. by Act 49 ot 1981, sec. 6 (w.e.f. 1-6-1983).
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(vi) A scene where the heroine iustifies the crime of procurement of false caste
certificate holds the reservation poliiy as retrograde and bven suggests punishment
of framers of Constitution instead of those committing such crim-el it amounted to
infringementof the guidelines framed for the purpose oT this Act; P. lagajeeuen Ram v.
Goaernment of lndia, AIR 1989 Mad 149.

(vii) The bodily movement suggestive of the etul (heroine) beins touched at various
erotic points of hef body in an unirlual scene whEre the same heroine is beine sexuallv
assaulted by an unsatisfied invisible spirit/soul, amount to vulgar display" of shedr
eroticism thereby violating the prohibitions contained in the zuidelines issried bv the
Central Govemrirent undei sub-slection (2) of section 5Bl- Raman(al lalbhai Desai v. Clentral
Board of Film Certification, Bombay, AIR 1988 Bom 278.

(viii) Prolonged and unduly long exposure of the nude body of the heroine in three
rape and one attempted rape sc6nes,-and-also durins the intimate love-makine scene with
th-e hero, without ahy reldvance to the elements of the film's story at varioils intervals,
blatantly violates the guidelines issued by the Central Governm6nt under sub-section
(2) of section 58; Raminlal lalbhai Desai v.'Central Board of FiIm Certification, Bombau, AIR
1988 Bom 278.

(ix-) Mere display of pictures and sculptures (in the bedroom) which are not otherwise
banned does not imountio obscenity or in'any way, cater to the lascivious taste of prurient;
Ramanlal Inlbhai Desai v. Central Boitrd of Filrit Certification, Bombay, AIR 1988 Vorir ZZg.

(x) Neither the immolationby sati is in any way the same thins as the qlorification of
sati nor are the supematural/sup6rstitious elements'in the film uncdnventioilal, insensitive
and irresponsibleio the values ahd standards of the society to warrant refusal of certificate;
Ramanlal- I^albhai Desai v. Central Board of FiIm Certificatioit, Bombay, AIR 1988 Bon. 278.

1[2[SC. Appeals.-(l) Any person applying for a certificate in respect of a
film who is aggrieved by *y order of the Board-

(a) refusing to grant a certificate; or
(b) granting only an " A" certihcatei or
(c) granting only a "S" certificate; or
(d) granting only a 3l"UA" Certificate with any UA markerl; or
(e) directing the applicant to carry out any excisions or modifications,

may, within thirty days from the date of such order, prefer an appeal to thea[High Court]:
Provided that the a[High Court] nl'ay, rt it is satisfied that the appellant

was prevented by sufficient cause from filing the appeal within the aforesaid
plriod of thirty days, allow such appeal to be admitted within a further period
of thirw davs.

(2) 5l*.ill
6[5D. Constitution of Appellate Tribunal,-Omitted by the Tribunals

Reforms Act, 2021 (33 of 2021), sec. 9(c) (w.r.e.f. 4-4-2021).1

Sections, 3,4,5,5A,5B, 5C and 6 substituted by Act 3 of L959, sec. 4, for sections 3, 4,5 and,
6 (w.e.f. 72-3-1959\.
Subs. by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 7, for section 5C (w.e.f. 1,-6-1983).
Sg!s. by Act 12 ol 2023, sec. 2, for " "UA" certificate" [w.e.f. il-8-2023, oide 5.O.3587(E), dated
10th August, 20231.

!ups. by the Tribunals ReJorms Act,2027 (n of 202t), sec. 9(b)(i), for "Tribunal,' (w.re.f . 4*4;2021).

lublectiol (2) omifted by the Tribunals Reforms Act,2021 (33 ot 2021), sec- 9(b)(ii) (w.r.e.i.
44-2027). Sub-section (2) before omission, stood as under:

"(2) Every appeal under this section shall be made by a petition in writing and shall be
accompanied by a brief statement of the reasons for the brddr appealed aguit;t where such
statement has been furnished to the appellant and by such fee6,'not exce"eding rupees one
thousand, as may be prescribed.'
Earlier section 5D was inserted by Act 49 of 198L, sec. 8 (w.e.f. 1-6-1983). Section 5D before
omission, stood as under:

"5D. constitution of Appellate Tribunal.-(l) For the purpose of hearing appeals against
any order of the Board under section 5C, the Central Govemment shall, bv nbtificati-on in
the Official Gazette, constitute an Appellate Tribunal.

Contd. on next page

1.

4.
5.
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1[5DD. Qualifications, tenns and conditions of service of Chainnan and
Members.-Omitted by the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 (33 of 2021), sec. 9(c)
(w.r.e.f. 4-4-2021).1

2[SU. Suspension and revocation of certificate.-(1) Notwithstanding
anything contained in sub-section (2) of section 6, the Central Government
miv, bv"notification in the Official Gazette suspend a certificate granted under
thid Pait, for such period as it thinks fit or mdy revoke such ceitificate if it is
satisfied that-

(i) the film in respect of which the certificate was granted, was being
exhibited in a lorm other than the one in which it was certified; or

(ii) the film or any part thereof is being exhibited in contravention of
the provisions'of this Part or the rul6s made thereunder.

(2) \A/here a notification under sub-section (1) hgs been published, the Central
Government Tuy reguire- the applicant for certificate -oT any other person touoverTunent may requlre tne applcant lor cerrrncate or any otner person ro
whom the rights in the film havd passed, or both, to delivef up the certificatewhom the riehts in the film have passed, or both, to deliver up the certificate
and all dupliiate certificates, if anf, granted in respect of the fifm to the Board
or to any person or authority speiified in the said notification.

Contd. ftom preuious page

(2) The head office of the Tribunal shall be at New Delhi or at such other place as the
Central Govemment may, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify.

(3) Such Tribunal shall consist of a Chairman and not rnore than four other members
appointed by the Central Govemrnent.

(4) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as the Chairman of the Tribunal
unless he is a retired Judge of a High Court, or is a person who is qualified to be a Judge
of a High Court.

(5) The Central Govemment may appoint such persons who, in its opinion, are qualified
to judge the effect of films on the public, to be members of the Tribunal.

(6) The Chairman of the Tribunal shall receive such salary and allowances as may be
determined by the Central Govemment and the members shall receive such allowances or
fees as may be prescribed.

(7) Subject to such rules as may be made in this behalf, the Central Govemment may
appoint a Secretary and such other employees as it may think necessary for the efficient
performance of the functions of the Tribunal under this Act.

(8) The Secretary to, and other employees of, the Tribunal shall exercise such powers and

perform such duties as may be prescribed after consultation with the Chairman of the Tribunal.
(9) The other terms and conditions of service of the Chairman and members of, and the

Secretary to, and other employees of, the Tribunal shall be such as may be prescribed.

(10) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Tribunal may regulate its own procedure.

(11) The Tribunal may, after rnaking such inquiry into the matter as it considers necessary/

and after giving the appellant and the Board an opportunity of being heard in the matter,
make such order in relation to a film as it thinks fit and the Board shall dispose of the matter
in conformity with such order."

1. Earlier section 5DD was inserted by the Finance Act,2017 (7 of 2077), sec. 173 [w.e.f.26-5-
2017, aide S.O. 1696(E), dated 26th May, 20171. Section 5DD before ornission, stood as under:

"sDD. Qualifications, terms and conditions of seraice of Chairman and Members.-
Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the qualifications appointment, term of
office, salaries and allowances, resignation, removal and the other terms and conditions of
service of the Chairman and other members of the Appellate Tribunal appointed after the

corunencement of Part XIV of Chapter VI of the Finance Act, 2OI7, shall be govemed by the

provisions of section 184 of that Act:
Provided that the Chairman and member appointed before the corunencement of Part

XIV of Chapter VI of the Finance Act, 2017, shall continue to be govemed by the provisions
of this Act and the rules made thereunder as if the provisions of section L84 of the Finance

Act,2077 had not come into force."
2. Ins. bv Act 49 of 1981, sec. 8 (w.e.f. 1-6-1983).



Sec. 6l The Cinematograph Act, 1952 9

(3) No action under this section shall be taken except after giving an opportunity to
the person concerned for representing his views in the matter.

(4) During the period in which a certificate remains suspended under this section,
the film shall be deemed to be an uncertified film.l

1[5F. Review of orders by Central Governmenl-(1) Where an applicant for a certificate
oi 1ly other person to whom the rights in the film have passed, is aggrieved by any order
of the Central Govemment under section 5E, he may, within sixty days of 

-the 
hate of

Publication of the notification in the Official Gazette,-make an applicatibn to the Central
Govemment for review of the order, setting out in such application the grounds on which
he considers such review to be necessary:

Provided that the Central Government may, if it is satisfied that the applicant for a
certificate or thgt other person was prevented by sufficient cause from filing iri application
for review within the aforesaid period of sixty days, allow such application to be filed
within a further period of sixty itays.

(2) On receipt of the application under sub-section (1), the Central Government may,
after giving the aggrieved person a reasonable opportunity of being heard, and after
making- such further inquiry, as it may consider n-eiessary, pass such order as it thinks
fit, confirming, modifying or reversing its decision and ihe Board shall dispose of the
matter in conformity with such order.]

2[6. Revisional powers of the Central Governmenl-31+**1

.i2) 
a[Subject t9-_the.p^rovisions of this Act], the Central Govemment may, by

notification in the Official Gazette, direct that-
(a) a film which has been granted a certificate shall be deemed to be an

uncertified film in the whole or any part of India; or
(b) a film which has been granted a "U7'iertificate 5[or a6I,,lJA', Certificate with

.lI yA -9I\9r or.a "S" certificatel shall be deemed to be a film in respect of
which an "A" certificate has been granted; or7[(c) the exhibition of any film be swpe".tded for such period as may be specified
in the direction:]
8[Provided that no direction issued under clause (c) shall remain in force for

more than two months from the date of the notification.]
(3) No action shall be taken under clause (a) or clause (b) of sub-section (2) except after

giving.11 opportunity to the person concemed for representing his views in the matter.
(4) During the period in which a film remains suspended under clause (c) of sub-

section (2), the film shall be deemed to be an uncertified film.l

COMMENTS
The Legislature.may, in certain cases overrule or nullify the judicial or executive decision by

:"]:qg an appropriate legislation. The executive cannot sit in an appeal or review or revise i
judicial order; Union of India v. K.M. Shankarappa, AIR 2000 K.36Z8. 

- -

1.

2.

J.

4.

5.
o.

7.
8.

lns. by Act 49 ot 198'1,, sec. 8 (w.e.f. 1-5-1983).
Sectiors, 3, 4, 5, 5N 58,5C and 6 substituted by_Act 3 of 1959, sec. 4, for sections 3, 4, s nd 6 (w.e.f. 12-$1959).
Earlier section 6 was ammded by Act 35 of 1957, w..3 and Second 

.Sctr. 
(w.e.f. l7:yig\n.

l*::":tiol (l) omitted by,Act'12 of 2023, sec. 7(a) [w.e.f. rr-8-2023, iiae s.o.3587(E), dated 10th Ausust,
2U2Jl. Larlier sub-section (1) was amended by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 9 (w.e.f. 1-G1983) and bv the Tribrirals
Reforms Act, 2021 (33-of 2021\, sec. 9(d) (w.r.e.f.4-4-2021). Sub-section (1) before omission, 6tood as under:
. "(l) Notwithstanaing anythis contained in this !art, the Cenual Goveniment may, of its own motion,

a,t alt/ f$ge, call_tor the rtrord of any Proceeding in relation to any film which is pmdirig before, or has been
de.oqed 9y, the ttoarq, md atter such inquiry, into the mafter as it considers necessarv,-make such order in
relahon the_reto as it thini<s fit, and the Board shall dispose of the mtter in conformity-with such order:

Prbvided that no such order shall be made prelulCicially affecting any personi'pplu-* fo, u certificateor to whom a certificate hm beengranted, as th'e cise may'be, excep"t ariei 6ui.g frinrian"opportunity foi
representing his views in the matt-er:' 

Provid-ed further that nothing in this.sub-section shall require the Cenkal Govement to disclose my
fact which it considers to be agahst public interest to disclosi:.,,
991s:b/^Ac.t.12^o-! WY. f0)Ior "Lvithout prejudice to the powers conferd on it rmder sub-section (1)" [w.e.f.11+2023, uide S.O.387(E), daFd lfth Ausust'2ti3l.
Ins. by Act 49 of '1981, sec. 9 (w.e.f. 1-5:1983).

fubs.-!f^f5t,tZ of 2023, sec.2, for " "tJAi'certificate,, lw.e.f. lL-8-2023, uiite 5.O.3582(E), dated 10th
AUEUSI, ZVZ'|.
Ins. by Act 79 of 1953, sec. 2 (w.e.f. 1&5-1953).
Subs. by Act 19 of 1953, sec. 2, for proviso (w.e.f. te5-1953).
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1[6A. Information and documents to be given to distributors and exhibitors with
respect to certified films.-Any person who delivers any certified film to any distributor
or'exhibitor shall, in such minher as may be prescri6ed, notify to the distributor or
exhibitor, as the case may be, the title, the lehgth of ttre film, the ndmber and the nature of
the certificate granted in'respect thereof and t=he conditions, if any, subject to which it has
been so srante-d, and anv ofher particulars respecting the film which may be prescribed.

2[0e1. Prohibition"of unairthorised rec6rdingl-No person shall use any audio-
visuai recording device in a place licensed to exhibit films wittr the intention of making
or transmittingbr attempting-to make or transrnit or abetting the making or transmission
of an infringirig copy of such film or a part thereof.

Explanalioi.-For the purposes of this section, the expression "audio-visual recording
device" means a digital^or-analogue photographic o1 video camera, or any other
technoloqy or device"capable of ena5titrg the r6coiding or transmission of a copyrighted
cinematolgraphic film oi any part thereof, regardless of whether audio-visual recording
is the sole or primary purpose of the device.

6AB. Proliibitioi of uhauthorised exhibition of films.-No person shall use or abet
the use of an infrinsins copy of any film to exhibit to the publii for profit-

(a) at a ilac-e of^eixhibiti<in which has not been licensed under this Act or the
rules made thereunder; or

O) in a rnnner that amounts to the infringement of copyright under the provisions
of the Copwipht Act, t957 or anv other law for the time being in force.l

3[68. Offence to bi:'co"gnizable.-lRep. Iiy the Cinematograph (Amendment) Act, 1984
(56 of 1984), sec. 2 (w.e.f. 27-8-1984).1

7. Penalties for contraventions of this Part.-{[(l) If any person-
(a) without lawful authority (the burden of proving which shall be on such

person) alters or tamperb iir any way any film afi-er_ it has been certified, he
inuU f6 punishable with imprisbnm<lnt fdr a term which may extend to three
years or with fine which shill not be less than ten lakh rupees, or with both;

l. lns. bv Act 19 of 1953, sec. 3 (w.e.f. 1G5-1953).
2. Ins. bi Act 12 of 2023,s€{.8 [w.e.f. 11-8-2023,uide5O.3587(E), dated 10th August,2023].
3. Sectioh 68 was earlier inserted bv Act 49 of 1981, sec. 10 (w.e.f. l-6-1983).
4. Subs. bv the lan Visfirucs iAmendment of Provisions) Act; 2023 (18 of 2023), Sch., serial no. 11(AXi), for

iub-secfion (f) [w.e.f. 7-9-2023, oide 5.O.3858(E), dated 1st September, 2O23]. -Earlier sub-sectign- (J)_n19

substituted 6y Act 19 of 1953, sec. 4 (w.e.f. 16-5-i953), amended by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 11 (w.e.f. 1.+1983)
u.a Uv n"t tOottg8.r'., sec.3 1w.e.f. 27-8-19U). Sub-section 1t; before substitution, stood as under:
"(1) If'anv person-'(a) 

e>ihibits or Demits to be exhibited in anv place-' ' - ii *u fii. other than a film which his'been certified by the board as suitable for umestricted
' ' putli. exhibition or for public exhibition restricted to hdults or to member_s of any profession

br any class of persons] ind which, when exhibited, displays the p-rerribed mark of the Board
and lias not beLn alterld or tampered with in my way sihce su'ch mark was affixed thereto,

(ii) ;t fiim, which has been certifie'd by the Board a"s suiiable for public exhibition restricted to
adirlts, to any person who is not an adult.

(iia) any fitt" *tri.ti has been certified bv the Board as suitable for public exhibition restricted to' a.i profession or class of persons,'to a person who is not a rirember of such profession or
w6o'is not a member of sdch class, or

(b) without lawful iuthority (the burden of proving which shall be on him), alters or tampers with in
mv wav anv film after'it has been certiffed, or

(c) fait i.'.o-6tv *it| the provision contained in section 6A or with any order made by the Central' 
Govemeni 6r by the B6ard in the exercise of my of the powers or functioro conferred on lt by
this Act or the rules made thereunder,

he shall be punistraUte with imprisonment for a tem which may extend to three,years, or with fine
which mav exterid to one lakh ruperjs, or with both, md in the case of a continuin8 olience wrth a turther
fine whicli mav extend to twenty thousmd rupees for each day during which the offence continues:- - i-"ia"a frt u p".*r who irxhibie or penirits to be exhibittid in m! place a video film in contravention
of tf," plouisto"s ;ir'"b.luu* ai) oiituu* Ca) shall be punishable witf nnirr{onmqnt for a term whic}r shall
;"t b.Gr th--tht; mo"*rs, Urit which my extend to'three years md wiih fine which shall not be less thm
twentv thousand -o*., U"t-*tri.fr mv exteild to one lakh rupees, md in the case of a continuing offence with
a fu.tfier fine whicti mav extend to tw6nty thousand rupees for each day during which the otfmce contmues:

provided further tlrat a court mav, lor adequate ahd special reasdns to bd mentioned in the iudgment,
impose a. sentence of imprisonment'for a term of less thhn three months, or a fine of less than twenty
thousand ruPees:--'--irovided 

further thatl notwithstanding anything contained in section 29 of the Code of Criminal
procedure, igzl (z ot ts7+)', it snail be lawfrl foi any"Metropolitan Magistrats., or any Judicial Magi?trate
of the first class speciallv empowered by the State Govement in this behatt, to Pass a sentence ot nne

exceedine five tho'usand'rupe'es on any irerson convicted of any offence punishable under this l'art:
'*--pr;1?i;.gJ J;"-tt "i "" diit iuutoi 6r'exhibitor or owner or i:mploye bf a cinema house shall be liable
to puniihment fo. contrire.tion of any condition of endorsemenf of caution on a film certified as "UA"
under this Part."
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O) exhibits or permits to be exhibited in any place, any film_(i) which has not been certified bv the Bbard;(ii) which, when exhibited does not'display the prescribed mark of the Board;(iii) wnich, when exhibited displays a miar( of th'e Board which has since-been
altered or tampered with, 

-after 
the mark has been affixed,

he shall be punishable with. imprisonment for a term which'may extend to
!T,"g rg,u.r or with fine which inay extend to ten rakh rupees, oi with both
and in the-case of a continuing offence with a further fine'which *uu 

"*i"ndto one lakh rupees for each diy during which the offence .o"ti"""i;(c) exhibits or Perinits to be exhibifed in ariy place, a video film in contravention
,o-lJlf p.";isions of clause.(g) or clarisd &), he inil-u" p""irniii"-*iiii
rmPnsorunent for a term which may extend to three years or with fine which
lfY extend to ten lakh rupees, or with both, and in'the case of a continuine
ortence wrth a turther fine which may extend to one lakh rupees for eacfi
da-y.-during which the offence continu6s;(d) exhibits ol.p.gn-.q to_ be exhibited any fiIm, which has been certified bv the
Board as "A".within the meaning of ttris Rct io *v 

^i"o., 
;.h;;;;rdJl;;

tiable to pqlalry.not exceeding tEn thousand -p6, pu, il"d;I;;;;*r";iexhibition,levftid by the autho"rised officer in r".f.,;-"ff;r5;;;il il"ri"ll,il(e) exhibits or p9g11is.to.be_exhibited any fttt"; ;tiil-h;;;;il.5.ttFfi;
the Board ?i,'5,'within the meaning.if U.,ii elt, t.'u'o"rron who is noiimember of such profession or class, sKail be liaUG'to a p'enalty not ex.""airrnten thousand.Tlgur per person for every il.h;-l,i'b;iili ffi"fi;-ti:authorised officei in such manner as may 6" pr"r.riUJ;(f) fails to complr with the provision contaiied i-ri section 5A or with any ordermade by the Cenhar Gov'emment or by the Boarti" ih;;*";;ir" ;i;i ;ilh;
pow-er9-o,r functions conferred on it by t\is AcJ ot tr," ."r"r t";e" th;.i";il;;he shall be liable to penartv not exJeeding fi"; hkh ;upees, levied bi; th;authorised. officer and in such manner ur fiuy ue frescribea; J '-'-

Provided that notwithstanding anything "contiinea in section 29 of theCode of criminal procedure, toz3. 12" ot-i6z+i; il;;i d-il;;f f";' ;;Metropolitan Magistrate, or anv ludicial.Magir#jt"tiln" n*i-l"r,,p".r"iil,
:.Tny^:i"4 by the state Gov6rnment in tf,is u"rturi-to pass a sentence offine exceeding five.thousand rupees on any person conviiteJ 

"i ;t-;?;;;;;punishable under this part undir ctauses (a;.toGj; -""'
Provided further that no distributor or exiriuitiri or owrrer or employee of acinema house shall be liable to punishmenrfo. .;6;ilion or any conditionof endorsement of caurion that'has u*rr."rtiriJ-;;ul;;;;ini"p;;.i"1[(1A) save as otherwise p.""ra"Jir 

"*uo.sf i] tilc;py-;ht Act, .1957, if anyPerson contravenes the provisi,ons of section 6,{,4. or sgction oe'sl i3,h"lf r;"-;ft;i#iawith imprisonmen-t for-a^ term wn*r srriri"oiu" t"m tnu., ir,t""1""u,,r, but mav extendto three vears and with a fine which shall not bt Gr;E;il;; ilit';;;r"nJffi'j;exten{to five per cent. of the audited gross production cost.(rb) Nofwithstanding anything conlained in this section_(i) a person agHev,e$ b! a contravention under section 644 or section 648 shallnot be prevente{ 
SoIn hking suitable uction ror utr iniiir't*iemert under section51 of the copyngirt-.Act,1sBi7i+ of rgsi).r rr.* ffii suitable action forcomPuter related offences under section'66 of the mro-fi"ation i*il";i"gyAct, 2000 (! ot ]my or any other relevanir"*r io. tnI'r*" oems n rorce:(ii) th9 appropriate Govemmenior its a.g. encies shan not be prJvei#?ffi'r'fi?

suitable action against an inte-rmedyary ;; a;GA-;{;.i;;; &i;;;:section (L) of secEon 2 of the nrormadon recnn"tsy'A;t, 2*,, (21of 2000)where such intermediarv acts in the manner as set 6ut ,_d", ;d;;.ti;ijiof section 79 of the saidect or any o*,o r"* r*;h;-;;" fiid;;;;;;.'"'Exptanation.-tor 
llg,q"*oses of thisi,iu_r""tir", fi;;;p;;ion ,,appropriate

Government" shall have thb sahe meaning as assigned to it in cliuse (e) ot sub_section(1) of section 2 of the Information T";G.iGy a"t', iooo tirlizoiiri r

- 11"- by A"t 1, of 2023,sec. 9 [w.e.f. 71,-8-2023,vide s.o. 3587(E), dated 10th August 2023].



12 The Cinematograph Act, 1952 [Sec. z

(2) If anv person is convicted of an offence punishable under this section committed
bv nini; r"6p[-;i *V nU", the convicting coirrt may further direct that the film shall
bi: forfeited t6 the Gov6mment.

(3) The exhibition of a film, h respect of which an " A" certificate rlot a "5" certificate
or aYi,,ijA,'-i"iufii"t" *ittr u"y UA'markerl has been.granted,.to children below the

ug" of three years accompinyin! tn"i. parent-s or guardiins shall not be deemed to be

ai offence within the meaning of this section.-" *riiiiwh.""". 
iggii"";d'by ur,y penalty imposed under.clause.s (d). to (0 o_f sub-

section (1; or section"i+,may prefei ah app-ea.l to such.appgllate authority withrn such
period and in such form and manner as may be Prescrlbed'l - - .
'-"it7A:'P;*;;];;t111gll) \A/here a fitrir in iespect -of ryni.h.ttg certificate has been

eranted under this ect is extriUiieh, or a film certified as suitabli for pup!]q exhibition restricted

t "JJs 
; 

""hibit"d 
t" 

""y 
person who is not an adult or a film is-exhibited in contravmtion

of anv of the other prouiiiJ* -r,tuin"d in this Act or of any- order-made by the Central

Goveinment 5[, the 6ft]igh Cottttll or the Board- in the exercise of any ot the.Pg\ 1,9t :"Y-".T1
or, it, *v poliie offiier"may,7l**l enter any place in which he has reason to believe trtat the

iil--hrtt[;or i" U"i"e oi ir tit6tv to be 6xfiibited, search it and seize the film.'-" ?;"Alt;;;r.d;e";tf.ir a.i rtutt Uu carried out in accordance with the provisions of

th. sidod-e ;a arit"r";l Procedure, lg73 (2 of 1974)1, relating to searches.l"'' 6iin] p""r"-*'"-tioioi ;-"-;;; bt t;aia.-'011t jj rne Ceitral Govemment Fay: by gmeral

or special orderldirect thai any por.rler, authority or lurisdiction exercisable bV tne boaro unoer

d";ti.t ;k;lt;i1i" i"f"tt* lo'tli.."r6fi.uUon o'f tttci rums under this Paftl an+ t"!i"+ to such

iondition, if any, as *"t b" spe.inea in the order, be exercisable also- by the Chairman or

,;ilii;;;66r "r'i#s"Ld, 
und *1thi"g done or action taken by- the-Chairman or other

fr:l#*;iltfi4'i."id;d"r #"1u"-aL-"8 to bea thing.done.or.action taken by the Board.l"-";i(2i"il;-4il;l G;;;;. ""r iay,.by otd"t *"d subjSt to such coiditions and

restrictions as may be p."r..iU"a, i"U.oti# ttte regonal officer to'issue provisional certificates']
""-Ai;L:fi;;1;;iili;-i'ibition of finis for examination.'-Fo.rihe Pu'Pos,e,?i

"""."irirrg 
any of the fo*eis conferred on it by this Act, the Central Govemrnent "[,

;h; trHl;i c.i"Ol-.i t[" n."ri *"y require u.tf rim to be exhibited before it or' before
iti;";;'";; oi luthoritvl specified by^it in this behalf'l," /16. v"."iii"l,^"i.., hotio inv_alid"te proce"airrg.-Ng q.I or proceedin-g :l llll.^L$:
Board''or of any advisory panel shall be-dee-med to be invalid by reason only ot a vacancy

;:*;;u;J;tt ir,, t "'i.l"ltiirtil;f 
ist.;;i, fl." eoara or panei, as the case may be.l

"""bffi. il;;;-;f-;h;-ir;;;d a"d ud"isory fanebl !g b.e public servhnts.-All

*"*i"ir "i4;i,inl-s";ia-"..i.f 
any advisory pinel shall, when acting orpurporting

i;;;i" p".rriu"i"-of u"y oi tn" proviiions.of tfus ect, be dee-med-to. be public servants

within the meaning otl&tio" z1;ath" tndian Penal Code-(45 of 1960).1
' ^'^'tt?F. -B;-of 

lelgal pioce"di"gs.-No sq! or,other t"g9l Pt:-t1*ing.shall 
lie aq11-11

r7lthe Centrat Corren1^'"nt, t8i*f the Board], advisory p-anel or any officer or member

"i."dir#e;;"1c;;";;;",,i41#.f 
ing.ill.i orl advfuriry panel, ad the case mav be, in

;;'d;i;il;tliid;#iG'i" ;..e ?;ith ao"" oi i"i""a"3to be done under this Act'l

L H,tltfififj l?82'5,3j;ll(t ?*'j;]?9;",riricate,, rw.e.r. t1-B-2023, 
'ide 

s.o.3587(E). dated 10th

,. *9#h3ffili,"rr* (*.*d^* of provisiors) Ad, nB gz of .,23'), sch., serial no. 11(A)(ii) [w.e.f. 1-s-2023,
-' 

,A, {.O. ggSg(g), dutea tst Septernber, 2023l'-^.
+. i"i. Uv Act 3 oi 1959, sec. 5-(w.e f 12-3-1959)'.

6: h;. bi Act 49 of 1981, sec. 12 (w'e'f' 1-6-1983)'

5'subs.bytheTribrrnalsReformsAct,2o2l(33of2027\,sec.9(e)-for,,Tribunal,,(w,r.e.f.4.+202|).
7. Certain'word omitted by Act 49 of 1981' sec' 12 (we'f' 1-6-1983)'

8. Subs.bvAct4g"rtssilr""-rtro.;coa"ofCriminalProcedure, 1898(5of 1898)"(w.e'f. 1-5-1983).

9. lns. by'Act 3 of 1959, sec' 5 (w'e f 12-3-195.9)'

10. section zg ,".rr*u"r!i-; "rri-"".tio" 
(1) thereof by Act 49 of 1981, sec. 

11 !*.;f 1-6-1983)

ii. i"Ct. Uy Act 49 of fq8r, t""' 13, for "in iell!9n to such matters" (w'e'f l-GleEJ)'

ii. tns. Uv'ect 49 of 1981, sec 13 (w e f' 1-6-1983)'

13. Ins. bv Act 49 of 1981, sec' 14 (w'e'f' 1-6-1983)'

i;. ffit.'bi;"iqg of tsst, sec' li, for "any per.son" (w'ef' 1-6-1983)'

15. The words ,,the Tribunat" omifted by ttrq J^{lunail n"fo.-t Act,294 \33 of 2O2l)' sec' 9(f) (w'r'e'f t1-4-

2021). Earlier it *us ileitJby Act'+gof 198.1' sec' 15 (wef' 1-5-1983)'

16. The words "the rriuu.ui;-o*ih"d by-the T4!*J n"fot't Act,202i (33 of 2021)' sec' 9(f) (w'r'e'I' 4-#

2021). Earlier it -ut 
'friiit"a ly -er:i'+s & 19eL sec 16 (w e'f' 1-6-1983) 

'.. . '
17. Subs. by Act 49 

"r 
tirii, ,"" 1), iir;tnt_c""tral Govemment' the Board" (w.e.f. 1-6-1983).

18. The words "the Tribunal" omitted by trre raluna\ nero,*" ett, zmr (n 012021)' sec' 9(0 (w'r'e'f ++2021)'

19. Subs. by Act 49 
" 

is;i,."".1-i7 i&;tn" c""trul Govemment' the Board or" (n''e.f. 1-6-1983)'
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8. Power to make rules.{1) The Cenhal Govemment may, by notification in the Official
Gazelte, make rules for the purpose of carrying into effect the prwisions of this Part.

- 
tt(2) 

F particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,
rules made under this section may provide for-

(a) the allowances or fees payable to the members of the Board;
(b) the terms and conditions of service of the members of the Board;

2[(c) the form and manner of making an application to the Board for a certificate
under sub-section (1) of section 4;

(ca) the manner of examination of film under sub-section (2) of section 4;
(cb) the media for exhibition of film and the form and manner of making an application

to the Board in this regard under sub-section (3) of section 4J
3[(cc) the authorised officer and the manner of levy of penalty by him in terms of clauses

(d) to (f) of subsection (1) of section Z;

(cO the period, fgrmand of preferring appeal and appellate authority r:nder
sub'section (4) of section fl

(d) the association of regional officers in the examination of films, the conditions and
restrictions subject to which regional officers may be authorised under section
78 to issue provisional certificates and the period of validity of such certificates;

(e) the manner in which the Board may consult any advisory panel in respect
of any film;

(0 the allowances or fees payable to the members of advisory panel;
(g) the marking of the films;
(h) 4[***]'

(i) 4[**f]'

(i) 4[*r*]'

(k) 4[*+*]'

0) the conditions (including conditions relating to the length of films in general
or any class of films, in particular) subject to which any certificate iray be
granted, or the circumstances in which any certificate shail be refused;

_ (m) any other matter which is required to be or may be prescribed.l
s[(3) Every rule made by the Central Govemment under this Part shall be laid,

as soon as may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in
session, for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in
two or more successive sessions, and if, before the explry of the session immediately
following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, Loth Houses agree in making
any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should nJt be made, th!
rule shall, thereafter, have effect only in such- modified form or be of no effect, as the
case may be; so, however, that any such modification or annulment shall be without
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.l

lJubr by A.t 4, of 1981, sec. 18, for sub-section (2) (w.e.f. 1-619g3).z. flbs. by Act-12 oI 20?3, .sx.. lQ for clause (c) [w.e.f. 7l-&i2023, oide 5.O.3587(E), dated 10th Augus! 2023].
Clause (c) before substitution, stood as under:

"(c) the manner of making an application to the Board for a certificat and the manner in which a film
has to tre examined by the Board and the fees to be levied therefor;,,3' Irs_. b1-nre Iy Vbhit{rs (Amsdment of Pmvisions) Act, 2923 (12 of T23), Sch., serial no. 1t(B) [w.e.f. t42a;j.,
dd€ S.O. 3858(E), dabd lst September,20231.

4' 
^C.hyt^Jtl, 

(i)-.() md.(k) omitted by the Tribunals Reforms Act,202t (33 of 2021), sec. 9(f) (w.r.e.f. 4-4-
2021). Clauses (h), (t, (i) and (k) before omission, stood as under:

th) the allowances or fees payable to the members of the Tribrnal;
(r.) 9" p*"tr md duties of the Secretary to, and other employees oi the Tribrna!
0) the other terms and conditions of service of the Chairmair aird members of, and ihe Secretary to, and

other employees of, the Tribunal;

_ lkl t" f11 t:y"Pt:_!y the app€llant to the Tribunal in respect of an appeal;,,
5. Subs. by Act 25 of 1973, *c.4, for sub-section (3) (w.e.f. 2g:S-7973\.
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9. Power to exempt.-The Central Government may, by order in writing
exemptl, subject to such conditions and restrictions, if gny, as it may imgo-s9,

the eihibltion of any film or class of films from any of the provisions of this
Part or of any rules made thereunder.

PART III
REGULATION OF EXHIBITIONS BY MEANS

OF CINEMATOGRAPHS
10. Cinematograph exhibitions to be licensed.-Save as otherwise provided

in this Part, no persott shall give an exhibition by means of a cinematograph
elsewhere than in a place licenJed under this Part or otherwise than in compliance

with any conditioni and restrictions imposed by such licence.

11. Licensing authority.-The authority having Power to grant-licences
under this Part (hereinafter referred to as the licensing authority) shall be the

district magistrate:

Provided that the state Government may, by notification in the official
Gazette, constitute, for the whole or any part of a 2[Union territoryl, such other

authority as it may specify in the notiiicition to be the licensing authority for
the purposes of this Part.

12. Restrictions on powers of licensing authority.-(1) The licensing
authority shall not grant a licence under this Part, unless it is satisfied that-

(a) the rules made under this Part have been substantially complied
with, and

(b) adequate precautions have been taken in the place, in respect of
which the licence is to be given, to provide for the safety of persons

attending exhibitions therein.

(2) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section and to the control of
the State Govemment, the licensing authority may grant licences under this Part

to such persons as that authority thinks fit and on such terms and conditions
and subjlect to such restrictions as it may determine.

(3) Any person aggrieved by the decision of a licensing authority refusing

to giant u ii""tt." "t 
d'Jt this Pait may, within such time as may be prescribed,

apfeal to the State Government or to such officer as the State Govemment may

spicify in this behalf and the State Government or the officer, as the case may

be, miy make such order in the case as it or he thinks fit'
(a) The Central Govemment rrtay, from time to time, issue directions to

licensees generally or to any licensee in particular for- the PurPose of regulating
the exhibiior, of any film or class of films, so that scientific films, films
intended for educational purposes, films dealing with news and current events,

documentary films or indigenous films secure an adequate gPPortunity of being

exhibited, 
"trd 

*h"t" any s=uch directions have been issued those directions shall

be deemed to be additional conditions and restrictions subject to which the

licence has been granted.

1. For such general exemption, see Gazette of India, 1952, Pt' II, Sec' 3, pp' 1578-1581'

2. Subs. by Act 58 of 196O, sec.3 and Sch. Il, for "Part C State" (w'e'f' 26-'12-7960)'
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13. Power of Central Government or local authority to suspend exhibition of
films in certain cases.-(l) The.Lieutenant-Governor or, ai the case may be, the Chief
Commissioner, in respect of the l[whole or any part of a Union territoryl ina ihe District
Magistrate in respect of the district within hii jurisdiction, may, if heii of opinion that
any film which is being publicly exhitited is likely to cause i breach of thti peace, by
order, suspend the exhibition of the film and duriirg such suspension the filni sfraf U'e
deemed to be an uncertified film in the state, part oi district, is the case may be.

(2) M/here an order under sub-section (1) his been issued by the Chief Coirmissioner
or a District Yu|oggtg, as the case may be, a copy thereof, together with a statement of
reasons therefor, shall forthwith be forwirded by the person maldng the same to the Central
Govemment, and the Central Govemment maj, eithi:r confirm or?ischurg" the order.

(3) An order made under this section shallremain in force for a periol of two months
flom the date thereof, but the Cenhal Government may, if it is of obitrlott that the order
should continue in forge,, direct that the period of suspension shal te extended by such
further period as it thinks fit.

14. Penalties for contravention of this Part.-If the owner or person in charge of a
cinematograph uses the same or allows it to be used, or if the owner or occupier-of anv
place permits that place to be used in contravention of the provisions of this'part or Jf
the rule made thereunder, or of the conditions and restrictions upon or subject to which
any licence has teen granted under this Part, he shall be 2fiiable to penalty of one lakh
ruPees and, in the case of a continuing contravention, with a furtherbenalty which mav
extend to ten thousand rupees for each day during which the contra'ventio'n .o"titt.t"ri.

Goa, Daman and Diu--Art".,:;t]T**"tloRyr3ffiing secrion, namery:-
"74A. Penalty f9r resale of tickets and cognizanci of offence.-(l)" Notwithstanding

Tl_tttittg contained in section 56 of the lndian Easementi-ect, fgbZ (Central act S o?
1882), a ticket for admission to a cinematograph exhibition shali not be resold f* p;"fii
by the purchaser thereof.

(2) Whoever fry.k *y tickgt for admission to a cinematograph exhibition for profit shall
be punishable with fine which shall not be.les than two hundri rupees and *"y 

"*t*a to
five hundred ruPees or in default to single imprisonmmt, which may'extend to thiee months.

(3) Notwithstan^ding anything containei in the Code of Criminal procedure, 1973(Central Act 2 of 7974), an bffenie under this section shall be deemed to be cognizafle
within the meaning of that Code.,,

lVide Goa Act 4 of 1986, sec. 3 (w.e.f. 18-9-1986).1
3[L5. Power to revoke or suspend licence.-(l) where the holder of a licence

has been convicted of an offenci under clauses (a) to (c) of sub-section (1) of
section Z the licenc" Tuy be revoked by the licensing authority.

(2) I^/here the holder of a licence has-been imposed'penalty fbr contravention
under clauses (d) to (f) of sub-section (1) of section 7 or sectioni4, the licenc" -"ybe suspende9 !y ft: licensing,authority for a period not exceeding thtuty auysl

Provided that in cases of more than thriee contraventions o.'et i p"iiod
of threeyears,-the licensing authority, may, for the reasons to be recorded inwriting, by order, revoke the licence:-

Provided further that no order under this section shall be made without
giving the holder of the licence a reasonabre opportunity of being heard.l

1 l"P" !y Act 58 of !960, sec.3 and Sch. II, for "whole.Part C-State or any part thereof,, (w.e.f. 26-12-1960).2' subs'.by,the lan vishwas (Amendment of Provisions).Act,2023 (12 ot'z6ze), Sch., seriat no. 11(c), for"punishable with fine which may extend to one thousana rupees and, in *r" "il or 
" "o"ti"uing 

one.ce,'wilra further fine which t1y-9{91d to one htmdred rupees for each day duing which the offence continues,,
[w.e.f. 1,-9-2023, aide S.O-.3858(E), dated 1st Septemb'er, 20il3' ffi:. by 

-th3 
lan vishuas (Amendment of pri-isio"s) Act,2023 (12 of 2023), Sch., serial no 11(D), forsection 15 lw.e.f. L-9-2023, uide 5.O.3858(E), dated ist September, zozsl. #ti; rS U"for" ,.rUjtrtio.,stood as mder:

"L5' Power to rnoke licmce.-rNhere the holder of a licence has been convicted of an offence mder
- section 7 or section 14, the licence may be revoked by the licensinl 

";th;ritn.;;--'-1. section 16 renumbered as sub-section (1) thereof vy A"i +s ii isai] .-. 
'rs-i'r;.".r 

1_6_1983).
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15. Power to make rules.-l[(l)] The Central Govemment may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, make rules-

(a) prescribing the terms, conditions and restrictions, if any, subject to
wtrictr licences may be granted under this ParU

(b) providing for the regulation of cinematograph exhibitions for securing

the public safetY;

(c) prescribing the time within which and the conditions subject to which
an appeal-under sub-section (3) of section L2 may be preferred.

2l(2) Every rule made by the central Govemment under this Part shall be

laid, as'soon is *ay be aftei it is made, before each House of Parliament, while
it is in session, for i total period of thirty days which may be comprised -.o1e
session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the

session immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid,

both Houses agree in making any modification in the ruIe or both Houses agree

that the rule slhould not be"made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in
such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that

any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity
of anything previously done under that rule.l

STATE AMENDMENT

Goa, Daman and Diu.-After section 16, insert the following sectiory namely:-
,,'l-6A. Power of state Goaernment to make tules.--The state Govemment may

by notificatior, itt th" official Gazette, make rules for regulating-or prohibiting

the sale of any ticket or pass for admission by whatever name called, to a place

licensed under this Act'"

IVide Goa Act 4 of 7986, sec.3 (w.e'f. 18-9-1986)'l

17. Power to exempt.-The central Government may,by order in writing

exempf, subject to such conditions and restrictions as it may tlqgtl iY
cinematograph 

"*t 
iUition or class of cinematoga-aPh exhibitions from any ot

the proviiions of this Part or of any rules made thereunder'

PART IV
REPEAT

18. Repeal.-The cinematograph Act, L9L8 (2 of 1918) is hereby repealed:

provided that in relation to Part A States and Part B States the repeal

shall have effect oJy in so far as the said Act relates to the sanctioning of

cinematograph films for exhibition'

2.

J.

tns, by Act 49 of I98L, sec' 19 (w.e.f. 1-5-1983)'

For such general exemptions, see Gazette of India, Lg54, Pr, II, Sec. 3, p' 240, Gazette of lndia,

1955, Pt. il, Sec. 3, P. 310.


